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DETAILED ACTION 
SPECIFICATION 
Informality 

The specification is objected to because of the informality on page 2. In 
paragraph 6 the words "(Please provide a brief... of the steam iron station.)" should be 
replaced by a more appropriate text. Appropriate correction is required. 

CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claim 15 is the independent claim under consideration in this Office Action. 
Claims 16-28 are the dependent claims under consideration in this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 15-17 and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Carlsen (2,739,398). 

Carlsen teaches an ironing board 1 having a pointed end and a blunt end 3 and 
an iron rest 10 at the blunt end where the iron rest is mounted on the ironing board such 
that it rides on rails 1 1 and is pushable to two positions where one is in the storage 
positioning under the ironing board and the other is in an extended position as a drawer 
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Carlsen teaches a connector or recess 45 (figure 5) for allowing the electrical cord to 
pass and which includes a handle 12 for handling the iron rest. A weight 7 is suspended 
in the air and tensions the cord for allowing the cord to remain out of the way when in 
use. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 18,19,27 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Carlsen in view of Couch et al. (5,290,998). 

Carlsen discloses the invention substantially as claimed. See above for specific 
explanations of the structural details of this document. Briefly, Carlsen teaches an 
ironing board having an iron rest movable like a drawer for accommodating an iron. 
However, Carlsen does not suggest the iron rest as including a socket and switch and 
pilot light on the ironing rest. 

Couch et al. teach an ironing board having a blunt end and an iron rest located 
thereat. The iron rest includes a socket 25 for allowing the iron 10 to plug into the 
socket. The socket is set up such that is it rotatable and fixable ant any angle and 
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further includes control buttons and warning lights (column 7, lines 35-59) for indicating 
a condition of the iron and for powering and shutting off the iron. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of Applicant's invention to construct the iron rest of Carlsen as including a 
rotatable socket with panels including indicating lights and switches for controlling the 
functioning of the iron. Providing such structure would allow a more accurate control of 
the iron and a resting of the iron within easy reach of the user. 

Claims 23 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Carlsen in view of Krause (5,142,802). 

Carlsen discloses the invention substantially as claimed. See above for specific 
explanations of the structural details of this document. Briefly, Carlsen teaches an 
ironing board having an iron rest movable like a drawer for accommodating an iron. 
However, Carlsen does not suggest the iron rest as including flaps, which are articulate 
for holding the iron during use. 

Krause teaches an ironing board having a blunt end and an iron rest located 
thereat. The iron rest includes a pair of opposing articulated flaps 5 (figure 3, for 
example) which are oriented obliquely to a plane of the board and point downwardly 
when contacted by the iron. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of Applicant's invention to construct the iron rest of Carlsen as including 
an iron rest with articulated flaps for holding the iron during use. Providing such flaps 
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would allow the iron to be placed on the stand in a tilted manner and thus prevent water 
from accidentally entering the vaporization chamber when on the stand. 

Claims 23,24 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Carlsen in view of Schuelein et al. {DE1 9,526,637). 

Carlsen discloses the invention substantially as claimed. See above for specific 
explanations of the structural details of this document. Briefly, Carlsen teaches an 
ironing board having an iron rest movable like a drawer for accommodating an iron. 
However, Carlsen does not suggest the iron rest as including at least three flaps, which 
are fixed in their bent positions for holding the iron during use. 

Schuelein et al. teach an ironing board having a blunt end and an iron rest 
located thereat. The iron rest includes a pair of opposing flaps 23 (figure 6, for 
example) and where at least one includes a third flap 24 which is bent and points 
upwards and forms part of the extension to the first and second flaps 23. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of Applicant's invention to construct the iron rest of Carlsen as including 
an iron rest with at least three flaps for holding the iron during use. Providing such flaps 
would allow the iron to be placed on the stand in a tilted manner and thus prevent water 
from accidentally entering the vaporization chamber when on the stand. 

DRAWINGS 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the following elements 
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must be shown or the feature cancelled from the claim(s). No new matter should be 
entered: 

1 ) The two pull-out positions which the iron rest is fixable (claim 16). 

2) The socket and switch (claim 18). 

3) The pilot light with switch being connected to the light (claim 19). 

4) The third support flap pointing upward and forming and extensions to one of 
the support flaps (claim 24). 

5) The support being fixable at any rotational angle. 
Correction is required. 

PERTINENT CITATIONS 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Wren et al., and Munson illustrate ironing boards having iron 
rests, which slide like drawers. Tyler illustrates an iron rest slidable and rotatable. 
Robinson illustrates an iron rest with a plug and hanging weight. Steele, Lapastora and 
lamb illustrate iron rests with weights, switches, lights and plugs. Nakao illustrates an 
ironing board with an iron rest movable under the ironing board ironing surface. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (571 ) 272-4983. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3765 



II 

4/27/06 



